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Student learning Nuu-chah-nulth in Germany comes to Hitacu

By Filip Wissert
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When I arrived in Ucluelet
some weeks ago, my first thought was:
my god, that’s really a small town. I
was born and raised in a small town
too, namely in Dachau, a suburb north
of Munich, Bavaria, Germany, so when
[ packed my things together and came
here, I thought it wouldn’t be a great
change after all, but now I’ve to admit:
Yes it was.

But one thing after another: My
name is Filip and I’m a student from
Germany. I study Anthropology and
Linguistics at the Ludwig-Maximilians-
University in Munich and therefore I'm
interested a lot in other cultures and
languages.

In my first term one year ago,
[’ve started to learn Nuu-Chah-Nulth in
the language class of Henry Kammler.
It was really hard to learn it at the first
place, especially because of the differ-
ent pronunciation and writing style of
many letters, but after a while it begun
to become better and better and since
then it has been a very informative
and also fun language class. Anyway
one day Henry asked us, if we would
like to visit Vancouver Island and the
Yuutu?it?ath for a five-week intern-
ship and our reaction was like: yes!
Unfortunately because of timing and
other reasons only two of us could
take this opportunity and some weeks
and months later Lara and I arrived in
Canada.

Lara stayed in Port Alberni,
while I landed in Ucluelet, get off the
bus and ... well, you know, ‘My Good-

ness!’

I should mention, that,
compared to Canada, Ger-
many is a very small country
with a lot of more people. Of
course there are many small
towns and villages too, but
you hardly can find areas with
an unaffected landscape and
nature like here. So I was

very excited when I arrived

in Hitacu and although I had
some worries how to make

it through the next month, it
turned out my doubts were ab-
solute unnecessary: It is great
here.

At this point [ want to

thank Nick Touchie, Barbara
Touchie and Maureen Louie
and their whole big family,
because they welcomed me
with open arms and have been
taking very good care about
me since my very first day. Nick and
Maureen showed me the city and the
surrounding nature and till now [ was
hiking (a lot hiking!), bicycling, kayak-
ing and even fishing, where I caught
my first fish ever. The Barkley Sound
and the Pacific Rim National Park
Reserve have a amazing, incomparable
landscape and especially the Wild
Pacific Trail is something, I really fall
for since I explored it at the first time.

I could seat for hours on one of the
benches and watch the sea.

But of course I’'m not only here for
hiking and watching waves. My pur-
pose for my internship is to learn and
to deepen my knowledge about the
language of Nuu-Chah-Nulth and the
Yuutu?it?ath themselves. That’s why

Visitor from Germany
Maureen Louie and Filip Wissert enjoyed some kayaking in the harbour. Filip is on an exchang
from German, visiting Hitacu for a month, attending language classes and immersing himself ir
the local culture.

I’ve attended several language lessons
and courses for the past few weeks
and it was very interesting to see how
people like Barbara Touchie and other
elders can speak Nuu-Chah-Nulth flu-
ently.

I’ve learned a lot in these
lessons, how to spell words, how to
form sentences and so on, but also a lot
about the rich culture and customs of
the Yuutu?it?ath. I got the chances to
watch traditional dances and to hear the
drums and songs and thereto I could
experience the social life in Hitacu.
And of course the food, I think I’ve
never eaten so much fish and seafood
before and I’'m going to miss it in
Bavaria, where you only can find tiny
small river fishes.

All the weeks I’ve been staying in
Hitacu with the Touchie Family and all
their members and friends I felt homely
and comfortable, so Aeekoo for your
kindness and hospitality. I'm also very
thankful for Henry Kammler that he
has given me the chance to come here
and to see and live all this new things.
Leekoo again.

You always think one month
sounds long and extended, but the time
elapsed so fast since I got here and
I can’t believe that in one week and
some days I’ve to pack my bags again
and fly back to Germany. But I know,
when I get in the plane, I’ll have expe-
rienced an incredible, eventful, great
and lasting month with meeting won-
derful people and making new friends.

Residents’ efforts to save eagle that flew into hydro wires

An eagle that flew into a power line in
Hitacu has been euthanized and local
efforts to save the raptor are being ap-
plauded.

The North Island Wildlife Recovery
Association in Errington, BC, picked
up the eagle from the Port Alberni Vet
Hospital on Tuesday morning, after it
was found lying on the ground in front
of Barb Touchie’s house, after it was
electrocuted by a hydro wire.

Andrew Tomren reported that he saw
the eagle flying very low above Dawn’s
store and suddenly it hit the powerline
and spiraled to the ground. He and
Lindsay McCarthy headed towards

the eagle and after a bit of effort they
captured the eagle, by putting a blanket
over its head. Henry Kammler, a Ger-
man anthropologist and linguist who
visits Hitacu regularly was staying at

Barb Touchie’s house, and he joined
in the rescue effort. The raport was put
into Barb’s smoke-house overnight
until it could be transferred to Port
Alberni.

Kimberly Touchie and her dad Lad-
ner took the eagle in a fish tote, to
Port Alberni last Monday morning. “

I work in Port Alberni, so I told her I
could take it with me when I drive to
work. However, when I went to my
grandma’s house to pick up the eagle
around 7:30am on Tuesday morning,
the container the eagle was in took up
my whole back seat almost!” Kimberly
said she envisioned the eagle escaping
from the container, “and clawing me
while [ was driving on the highway!”
Kimberly’s Mom Marylin didn’t want
her alone with this eagle; so she asked
her dad to come with me. Kimberly
said she expected the eagle to squawk

during the drive but it never made a
noise. When they started driving the
eagle shifted around and Laddie ended
up moving into the back seat with

the bird to keep it calm. “I’m sure the
eagle was scared to,” Kimberly said. “I
was very glad my dad came with me,

I think it helped the eagle calm down
with someone holding the crate and
someone to look at. At one point my
dad said that the eagle was just star-
ing at him for a long time. I also asked
my dad afterwards if he was scared at
all and he said he wasn’t, Kimberly
reported. “I’m thankful that I was able
to try and help save such an amazing
animal,” she added.

The eagle was examined by a veteri-
narian and it was determined that it had
been severely electrocuted in one wing
and the only option was euthanasia.
“The eagle was in very poor condition

and would have suffered a long, pain-
ful death if it had not been rescued,” a
spokesperson for the Wildlife Rescue
said. She said that birds occasionally
injure themselves by flying into wires
and in this particular case the electric-
ity entered the wing and caused the
blood flow to be cut off from the rest of
the wing.
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Language and Culture

POTLATCH

hiimalni (Eddie Mack)

will be hosting a potlatch at the Yuulu?it?ath Commu-
nity Hall starting at noon. There will be a lunch, fol-
lowed by drumming, dancing and singing, and there
will also be a dinner.

Saturday, April 6, 2013

Drumming
The last culture night at the hall will be tonight, Thursday, March 28th.

Disability Awareness Commiteee invites NCN to a Health Fair o
Wednesday, May 29 & Thursday, May 30 Nuucaanul Language

starts at 9 a.m. daily

i ?
Maht Mahs, Port Alberni wassi hak:

(where are you)

hit aah Hitacu
(I am in Hitacu)

HELP WANTED waa tak

(on my way)
Sales and customer service agent - 3 positions Pronouncation
e Open and closure of store .
e Manage daily store and rental operations ' ba rred I sou nds I|ke
e Daily float reconciliation t|a
o Ability to assist and direct visitors, and deal with issues or concerns immediately . .
¢ The ability to work with minimal supervision h like the hin E (EX-
o Knowledge of surfing and related merchandise HALE)
e Ability to multi task and work in a high pace environment
e Some surfing experience preferred

Surf Instructor - 2 positions

e This individual must be a good communicator, love surfing and work well with the team of support
ctaft VAST Alternate
e Required competencies: .
Valid Class 5 Drivers license Educatlon
Minimum 5 years surfing experience. . n. .
Minimum 1 year assistant instruction experience Mondays- 230'430 p-m-/
Bronze Medallion/ Bronze Cross Swimming Certification (training be available on the job) Thursdays: 10 15_1145

BC Association of Surf Instructors Certified (can be applied for on the job)

a.m.

Youth and Learning Centre
These positions are for the upcoming season from May through October. Flexibility is a must. The
successful candidates must be available during the business hours of operation which includes
weekend work. Employees from the 2012 season are required to resubmit their resumes.

Interviews will be conducted by the Ucluth Development Corp. CEO and in some cases be assisted by
the manager associated with the business. Wages will be determined based on applicants
experience and training. Range from $10.50/hr up to $22.50/hr

Please submit your resume identifying the position you are applying for to UDC@ukeecable.net or by
fax to 250-726-3494 or by handing it in person to Crystal at the UDC office located in Hitacu. You
can also drop your resume off at the Thornton Motel. Please indicate any training you have
completed including certification or diplomas including whether you have a valid driver's license.
Include at least 2 work related references with current contact information. Interview will be
conducted in mid April.

Deadline April 12,2013 by 3 p.m. Teacher Nicole Thompson

Page 8 » March



