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In This Issue
In this issue, get updated on the Landing Craft recently acquired by the Lands 
and Resources Department, upcoming qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Headstart Childcare Cen-
tre events, exciting developments in hitacu̓ housing initiatives, Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Day weekend highlights, Highway 4 closures, and much more.

Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day weekend is closer than ever! We are excited to welcome 
citizens home for the celebration. The Ucluelet Aquarium has donated free 
entry passes for Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ citizens.  Aquarium passes are available at the 
Cixʷatin Centre Reception desk, also available are parking passes for the Pa-
cific Rim National Park Reserve, valid until 2027.
.
Citizens are encouraged to pick up their passes to the  PRNPR and Aquarium 
on Friday, September 20 while the Cixʷatin Centre is open during regular 
operating hours of 8:00am to 4:30pm.

Read on for more events, services, and information.
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Road work expected to cause minor delays on Highway 4.

Mainroad crews will be performing essential road repairs 
and resurfacing on Highway 4 approximately 2 kilometers 
east of Kennedy Hill. 

Single lane alternating traffic will be in effect 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, from Monday, September 9 to Friday, Octo-
ber 18, 2024, or until completed.

Please be advised that the roadwork is expected to cause 

Kennedy Hill Travel Advisory

minor delays. It is recommended to add extra time to travel 
plans in the area to compensate for the potential delays. 

Check www.drivebc.ca for current driving conditions.

Drivers are reminded to slow down and obey all traffic laws, 
road signs and traffic control personnel. Please show re-
spect for the roadside crews doing vital work to maintain 
our roads.

   UCLUELETUCLUELETUCLUELET
AQUARIUMAQUARIUMAQUARIUM

FREE PASSESFREE PASSESFREE PASSES

Pick up at Cixʷatin Centre Reception: Monday to Friday, 8:00am to 4:30pm
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A photography camp recap.
Wild Stories

Image by: Nicole Gerbrandt

Written by: Marianne Paquette for West Coast Nest

Image by: Sam Rose Phillips

Image by: Sam Rose PhillipsOver the course of two days, participants explored the art 
and ethics of photography, learned new skills, and were 
able to practice capturing the beauty around them through 
their unique creative perspectives. The workshop, hosted 
by the West Coast NEST and led by Sam Rose Phillips, of-
fered an inspiring blend of hands-on learning and thought-
ful exploration.

Day 1 - Learning About Photography and Ethics 
The workshop began at the Ucluelet Community Center 
with a warm welcome and introductions, setting the tone 
for the days ahead. With her expertise and enthusiasm, 
Sam guided the youth through the essentials of creating a 

compelling story through images. With a captivating slide-
show, they explored examples of wildlife and environmental 
photo stories, gaining insights into how diverse images can 
add depth and richness to a narrative.

Part of the discussion focused on composition, where the 
youth learned essential photography guidelines such as the 
rule of thirds, focus, and depth. Armed with this knowledge, 
they were then tasked with a creative assignment, sketch-
ing their dream photo on paper, and applying the composi-
tion techniques they had just learned. This exercise sparked 
creativity and set the stage for the hands-on exercise later 
in the day.
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Image by: Sam Rose Phillips

Image by: Sam Rose Phillips

Image by: Sam Rose Phillips

Image by: Nicole Gerbrandt
Ethics in photography was a topic at the center of each dis-
cussion. Sam emphasized the responsibility photographers 
hold anytime they capture a photo. Through discussion and 
a series of tangible examples, participants left with a clear 
understanding of how to approach this work with integrity.

The morning concluded with a visit to Big Beach, where at-
tendees put their newfound knowledge into practice. The 

beach provided a stunning backdrop for capturing the es-
sence of nature, allowing everyone to experiment with dif-
ferent techniques and perspectives.

After a lunch break, the group headed out on an adventure 
to meet with Barb Beasley of the Association of Wetland 
Stewards for Clayoquot and Barkley Sounds. The youth had 
the opportunity to learn about the SPLAT project, and the 
incredible work Barb does to help protect local amphibian 

populations. As they followed the trail to the calm lake, 
they encountered juvenile tree frogs and found inspiration 
in the beautiful scenery, capturing the sights along the way.

Day 2 – Storytelling Through Art and Underwater Photog-
raphy
The second day began outdoors at the Ucluelet Village 
Green, where participants were treated to a special presen-

tation by Dennis Hetu, a nuučaan̓uł (Nuu-chah-nulth) artist 
and carver. Dennis spoke about his journey as an artist, the 
integration of traditional culture with modern technology, 
and how these elements inform his work. His insights en-
riched the participants’ understanding and appreciation of 
storytelling.

Dane Stabel, the second guest speaker of the day, captivat-
ed the group with his knowledge as an underwater photog-

Image by: Sam Rose Phillips

Image by: Sam Rose Phillips
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Image by: Youth Camp Participant

Image by: Nicole Gerbrandt

rapher and diver. He spoke about photography’s potential 
as a powerful conservation tool and shared his experience 
documenting and removing ghost gear in Barkley Sound. 
His presentation emphasized the vital role photography can 
play in raising awareness and inspiring action for environ-
mental causes.

The group then explored the use of trail cameras and their 
role in storytelling. Sam explained how this non-invasive 
technology offers a way to document and learn from wild-
life while minimizing disruption to the subjects captured. 
She also shared how she and her team are using them to 
film wolves in their upcoming documentary, Qwayaciik.

Participants then got to use their new understanding of 
photography and their skills to capture the underwater 
beauty found at the Ucluelet Aquarium. The group thor-
oughly enjoyed exploring the beautifully curated tanks of 
the local catch-and-release facility, finding inspiration in the 
diverse marine life on display. Each participant took creative 
photos of the stunning underwater creatures that inhabit 
west coast waters.

After a lunch break, the workshop concluded with a reflec-
tive and celebratory session where participants shared their 
photos with the whole group. It brought everyone together 
to appreciate the diverse stories 
captured over the two days. It 
was fascinating to see how, de-
spite visiting the same locations, 
each participant produced unique 
photos that reflected their per-
sonal perspectives. No two imag-
es were alike, and each focused 
on different subjects, showcasing 
the individuality of their creative 
journeys.

A Community of Storytellers
As we look back on this event, 
we celebrate the community of 
storytellers that was formed, the 
skills that were shared, and the 

stories that were told. Participants not only honed their 
technical skills but also deepened their appreciation for 
the ethical and cultural dimensions of photography. We 
can’t wait to see how these experiences will continue 
to inspire and shape the work of those who attended. 
Thank you to everyone who participated and we look 
forward to hosting our next Wild Stories Youth Photog-
raphy Camp!

This camp is part of the West Coast NEST’s initiative to 
connect youth with hands-on coastal science and tech-
nology experiences, led by local experts, and made pos-
sible through a grant from NSERC PromoScience.

Image by: Youth Camp Participant

Image by: Sam Rose Phillips
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New Signage
Welcoming you to the haḥuułi of the five central Nuučaan̓uł (Nuu-chah-nulth) nations.

Written by: Colin Robinson, Clayoquot Biosphere Trust

If you’ve driven from Port Alberni to the coast recently, you 
may have noticed a new sign 2km before you arrive at “the 
junction.” 

The sign welcomes you to the haḥuułi of the five central 
region nuučaan̓uł (Nuu-chah-nulth) Nations — hiškʷiiʔatḥ 
(Hesquiaht), ʕaaḥuusʔatḥ (Ahousaht), ƛaʔuukʷiʔatḥ (Tla-o-
qui-aht) Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ (Ucluelet), and tukʷaaʔatḥ (Toquaht) 
— where the biosphere region is designated. 

The nuučaan̓uł and English words on the sign aren’t direct 
translations but rather have complementary meanings. An 
approximate direct translation of the nuučaan̓uł would be:  

ƛayaḥuʔał - welcome 
haḥuułiʔakʔi - chiefly territories  

ʔapwinʔakʔi - central/middle 
nuučaanułʔatḥ - nuu-chah-nulth people

haḥuułi is a way of understanding the territory of the nu-
učaanuł haw’ił (hereditary leaders). More than just lands 
and resources, haḥuułi involves a series of responsibilities 
and protocols for living together respectfully and abundant-
ly. In many ways, the intentions (reconciliation, stewardship, 
cooperation) of the UNESCO Biosphere designation connect 
with the idea of haḥuułi. 

We’re grateful to Tla-o-qui-aht elder kamaatḥ Levi Martin 
for providing the thoughtful wording on the sign. Tla-o-qui-
aht haw’ił Bruce Frank (mit)*, and Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ elders Lar-
ry Baird(mit) and Bob Mundy(mit), also provided language 

guidance. 

Placing the nuučaanuł text on the primary (left) side of the 
sign was a priority from the beginning of the design. This 
layout puts nuučaan̓uł sovereignty first and shows how 
the biosphere designation supports and uplifts communi-
ty vitality. Having the nuučaannuł first was a “first” for the 
BC Ministry of Transport staff we worked with and we are 
grateful for their collaboration and support.  

In July, we held a small ceremony to reflect on what the 
biosphere designation means within nuučaanuł haḥuułi. 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government President Charles McCarthy 
shared how the late Larry Baird was a strong advocate for 
the biosphere designation and regional collaboration, and 
how Bob was such a dedicated teacher and proponent of 
culture within the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ community and the region. 

On behalf of the late Bruce Frank, his partner Iris acknowl-
edged his contributions and reflected on the positive impact 
of the biosphere designation, standing with Wesley Frank, 
who now sits as haw’ił since Bruce’s passing. After the re-
marks, Iris and CBT co-chair Naomi Mack from Toquhat Na-
tion spread eagle down around the sign, and kamaatḥ led 
a prayer to invite those passing by to listen, learn, and act 
with according respect for the communities and ecosystems 
in the region. 

The sign project was made possible with funding from the 
BC CERIP fund. 
*The NCN suffix (mit) means the person has passed away. 

Image submitted by: Clayoquot Biosphere Trust
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Indigenous Housing Fund

On Tuesday, September 10, BC Housing announced the 
recipients of the Indigenous Housing Fund to the public. 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government’s application for 30 new rental 
homes was one of 41 accepted projects.

The Indigenous Housing Fund is a provincial program found-
ed in 2018 and administered through BC Housing totaling 
$1.7 billion. The fund’s purpose is to aid the government’s 
target of providing 3,500 homes to Indigenous people on 
and off reserve.

Over 1,600 “culturally appropriate homes will soon be-
come places of comfort and stability for many Indigenous 
people throughout B.C. who face a greater need for afford-
able housing,” said Ravi Kahlon, Minister of Housing in a BC 
Housing press release. 

“These additional homes are part of our ongoing reconcil-
iation work to ensure that Indigenous people are provided 
the resources and services to thrive in the communities they 
call home. With collective support from partners, we are 
better able to deliver housing that meets people’s needs.” 

These 1,600 homes bring the provincial total of Indige-
Image submitted by: Spencer Touchie

Funding for 30 new rental homes in hitacu̓ approved!
Written by: ḥiina̓ [Rose Aday-McCarthy]

nous Housing Fund homes 
ready for families to move 
in or are currently being 
constructed to 3,220.

Mid Island-Pacific Rim 
MLA, Josie Osborn (@
josie.osborne.mpr) shared 
in a Facebook post her per-
spective on the importance 
of safe and affordable 
housing in building and 
maintaining healthy com-
munities, and stated, “In 
BC, we are taking a unique 
approach and working in 
partnership with First Na-
tions and housing provid-
ers to address this need, 
including funding housing 
on-reserve and on treaty 
lands, something no other 
province is doing.”

BC Housing will work closely with Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government 
and the other successful Indigenous Housing Fund appli-
cants throughout construction of the housing projects. The 
proposed Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government project will result in 30 
new houses being built in hitacu̓. The first houses will be 
five three-bedroom, single family detached homes followed 
by a series of six-plexes designed like two triplexes joined in 
the middle.

Spencer Touchie, Director of Capital Infrastructure and As-
sets Management is excited for the difference the addition-
al housing will make for hitacu̓ and its residents. “This is go-
ing to mean some really great changes to the community. 
We’re going to be we’re doubling the size of our non-market 
housing portfolio for the nation”

Non-market housing is rental housing owned by a govern-
ment or organization that won’t be sold for a certain amount 
of time and is rented for below market rates. This is what 
keeps rent low in hitacu̓ as opposed to in Ucluelet or Tofino.

Before new construction can begin there is still work to be 
done on the site intended for the Indigenous Housing Fund 
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houses. Fire hydrants, wastewater, sewer systems, and side-
walks need to be installed as well as landscaping and trees. 

To complete the site preparation for the Indigenous Housing 
Fund application, all the existing trees had to be removed. 
For future site developments Spencer would like to keep as 
much of the natural vegetation and trees as possible. “If we 
can maintain a bit more of the natural vegetative state it’s 
healthier for the environment. Nature does an awesome 
job at taking care of rainwater and runoff. So, if nature can 
help us along the way, let’s let it help us.”

A significant amount of work has gone into the project, 
years in the making. Citizens participating in housing sur-
veys created important data that informed the direction 
of the Indigenous Housing Fund application and the future 
developments for hitacu̓ to be enjoyed for generations to 
come.

Spencer stressed the importance of anyone and everyone 
who would like to access housing to apply, regardless of 
if there is currently housing available. “We really need to 
make sure that we’re getting as many people as possible to 
put their applications into the system, because that creates 
a signal for us in the government. That’s the clearest signal 
we can bring forward and say, ‘here’s a defined need in our 
community’.”

YG housing progress has been successful due to cross de-
partmental collaboration between Administration, Assets, 
Lands and Resources; supported through Executive leader-
ship and in alignment with the Strategic Plan.

To access the Housing Application, visit the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ 
Government website at ufn.ca. From the main page select 
‘Forms’, scroll down and click on ‘Assets and Housing Forms’, 
then select the required form.



hitacu̓ Sports Day
Inspired by the Tlu-piich Games, qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare 
Centre brought the fun and games back home with hitacu̓ 
Sports Day. 

Hosted in the centre of the community at the basketball 
court, multicoloured lines marked the running track for foot 
races, balloon and spoon race, three-legged race, potato 
sack race, three-point contest, and later in the day it be-
came a battlefield for a fun and friendly water fight. Every 
child got a water squirt gun to keep as well as other fun 
prizes and ribbons. A lot of the children got their first ever 
ribbon awarded on Sports Day! 

The day opened with cultural song and drumming, followed 
by a silly “aunties and uncles” obstacle course race. “The vi-
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qʷayac̓iikʔiis: A Year in Review
Look back on all the fun we had and forward to what is yet to come!

Written by: ḥiina̓ [Rose Aday-McCarthy]

sion there was to show the kids what [the Sports 
Day] was about. It’s about being competitive 
and having fun.” qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre 
Manager, Skylene Patrick said.

Notable attendees included Constable Yannick 
Harry who was around to lend a helping hand 
where needed and build relationships with the 
community, and Jaden Touchie who recently 
graduated from the University of Victoria where 
he was “an elite collegiate athlete playing for 
the UVic Vikes for his entire university career”. 
Jaden is a role model to the children, showing 
the sports and education goals that they can 
achieve too with hard work and dedication.

Tyson Touchie and Wilson Jack volunteered to 
barbecue fish and hot dogs for lunch and helped 
serve as well. “They were just purely volunteers, 

just supporting the kids.  I really appreciated that, because, 
we wouldn’t have been able to pull it off without them.” 

Mike Watts also went above and beyond providing the 
sound system and great tunes to help make the event spe-
cial.

Activities for the day went beyond sports. Occupational 
therapist, Cynthia Lau had a booth to share information 
about what she can offer as support and what she does for 
children at qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre. It was a terrific 
opportunity for her to get to know the community better. 

The whole Wilson family, including expert weaver Rose, 
Brian, Brian Jr, Llyod and Bev Wilson, came to support the 
event and impart knowledge on the next generation of ce-
dar weavers. All ages enjoyed learning from Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ ce-

Images submitted by: Skylene Patrick
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dar weavers and elders at the cedar weaving booth. 

A highlight of the day for Skylene was, “Our neighbor, Joe 
Thompson, was there, and he recorded our four-year-old 
race. Little four-year-olds sprinting. They’re all smiling, and 
you could hear people of all ages, all around them, cheering 
them on.”

Summer Program
qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre’s school aged summer pro-
gram was organized and run by Jada Touchie this year to 
great success. 

The program for children ages 5 to 12 had twelve children 
enrolled who spent the second part of the summer going 
on regular field trips to the aquarium, parks and on August 
27 they joined their Tla-o-qui-aht neighbours for the Tla-o-
qui-aht First Nation’s Fun Day. “They had like eight different 
bouncy castles, face painting, balloon animals, snow cones, 
cotton candy. It was crazy and super fun.”

The summer also saw the reopening of a third childcare 
program due in part to recent additions to the qʷayaci̓ikʔiis 
Childcare Centre staff. 

Having three full childcare programs running means that 
more children can be enrolled, and more families are sup-
ported. “With our new hires we’re still able to carry for-
ward with [all three programs] … we’re able to support kids 
through their gradual entry to kindergarten.”

qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre Staff Highlight
• Sandra Louie is an early childhood educator assistant 

(ECEA) and has been working in childcare for years. She 
has gone above and beyond providing one-on-one sup-
port work.

• Evelyn Charlie is a responsible adult (RA), a person who 
can provide care and mature guidance to children. She 
has done a great job helping with administration, work-
ing with children or wherever else she is needed.

• Madeline George, an RA, is doing a great job helping 

with the children, sharing cultural knowledge, language, 
drumming and singing.

• Doreen Touchie, an RA, focuses on one-on-one support 
and supporting all the kids in the programs. She has 
been a very gentle caretaker.

• Bernice Touchie is the Elder in residence. She shares 
her immense cultural knowledge with the children.

• Analeigh Bruin is an Early Childhood Educator (ECE) 
from Australia. She is very friendly, kind and has been 
working in childcare for years.

• And a special thank you to assistant manager, Marrisa 
Mack and ECEA, Kayla Black, who were integral in help-
ing recruit the new hires.

Potlatches 
If there is one truly stand out event from the last twelve 
months, it’s the qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre potlatch. 
Care was taken to ensure proper protocol was followed in-
viting Ha’wiih [hereditary chiefs] in person with a gift and a 
handshake before the invitation was extended to everyone. 

The potlatch took place on December 7, 2023, and attend-
ees witnessed the unveiling of two NCN [potlatch curtains]. 
“It was really big deal for us. It was really meaningful. We 
started dance practice in October 2023 and that was most 
of our children’s first-time hearing or seeing a lot of those 
songs. Now we’ve got little three and four-year-olds singing 

Images left and right by: Nicolas Meunier
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on their own, dancing on their own.”

Skylene is hoping they will be able to host another potlatch 
during the upcoming winter. This time the potlatch will be 
centered around giving traditional quuʔas [another word to 
describe Nuu-chah-nulth people] names to the children. 

“A lot of our children don’t have quuʔas names, so we’re 
hoping to put it out to families, if they have family names 
they would like to gift to their children, that we can work to-
gether and offer the time and space for them to handle that 
business. And if families don’t have a name, we can work 
with our elders and find names for all our kids who whose 
families would like to gift them a name.”

It is common for quuʔas people to reach adulthood with-
out receiving a traditional name. A once normal part of life 
for Nuu-chah-nulth ancestors has become a rarity for most 
people for a variety of reasons. Names are scarce in some 
families, the teachings around names have been lost, or 
simply lack of resources to host a potlatch. 

Potlatches are expensive affairs, often costing upwards of 

$30,000 which isn’t attainable for most individuals to hold 
a naming ceremony. For masčim [common people] it is 
acceptable for names to be gifted at smaller family cere-
monies instead of large potlatches, but it is an uncommon 
practice in modern times.

The decision to move forward with gifting names was not 
made lightly. Plenty of consultation was sought out before-
hand from elders, knowledge keeps and other Headstart 
childcare centres. “We’ve had discussions with people at 
culture practice, we’ve had discussions with other Aborig-
inal Headstart facilities. There are some other Aboriginal 
Headstart facilities that give their children nicknames.” 

These “nicknames” are names in language that are used 
informally and have not been officially gifted or witnessed 
in a ceremony. It is sometimes practiced in language class-
es to encourage and include learners who do not have a 
quuʔas name and might not have the means to be gifted a 
true name officially.

A name isn’t just a word to attract a person’s attention. It’s 
a signifier of a person’s heritage, their family, a string tying 
them to all those who bore the name before them and share 
it today. It’s a vital connection to language and culture. 

Giving children quuʔas names as early as possible is a way 
to make sure they know they belong. It is another way 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ can encourage raising the next generation to 
be stronger, culturally knowledgeable, healthier, happier, 
and prepared to participate in culture practices with ease. 

The qʷayaci̓ikʔiis Childcare Centre is working hard building a 
community of caring adults, aunties and uncles and elders, 
around Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ youth to ta̓aqsčiikukʷap̓maʔał ta̓šii 
[show them the right path].

Images by: Nicolas Meunier
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ƛ̓eekoo waamaaḥ yaqitiiʔał siqiił [I thank those who cooked.]
Meet the Kitchen Team

still keeping traditional foods.”

Though more relaxed than a restaurant kitchen, the Cixʷatin 
Centre kitchen staff are still on a busy schedule. Daily the 
kitchen supplies food for the Healthy Meals Program. The 
program provides elders and people with health difficulties 
access to healthy meals twice a day with fish and traditional 
foods included as often as possible. 

In addition to the Healthy Meals Program and dinner for 
up to 50 people on Culture Night the kitchen also supplies 
lunches and dinners for a variety of special events, work-
shops, and programs as needed. 

Next time you’re enjoying a meal at the Cixʷatin Centre be 
sure to say ʔuušy̓akšiƛeʔic haʔuk̫̓ ap siy̓a [Thank you for 
feeding me] to Mary-Lou, Dyllon and Katherine!

Image submitted by: Mary-Lou DeRuiter

Written by: ḥiina̓ [Rose Aday-McCarthy]

There’s a skilled team in the Cixʷatin Centre kitchen, hard 
at work making delicious food for Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ citizens and 
guests. 

Mary-Lou DeRuiter is the Head Cook. After moving back to 
hitacu̓ in December 2023 she started out as the Assistant 
Cook, offering support for Culture Night dinners before 
eventually taking the helm as Head Cook. 

Mary-Lou got her culinary education by cooking from her 
grandmas and aunties, leading to some unexpected career 
opportunities, “I just kind of fell into all these cooking po-
sitions, and here, I was just helping out. I was in Dyllon’s 
position before and went from there.”

Dyllon Suprenant, the Assistant Cook, has been an integral 
addition in the Cixʷatin Centre kitchen since May 2024, as 
he said, “I just help with everything pretty much”.

After going to Vancouver Island University’s culinary school 
and spending eight years in the food industry Dyllon is 
happy to be home. Enjoying having more freedom in the 
kitchen than before, he has been experimenting with add-
ing more adventurous food options to the menu, like butter 
chicken, which was reportedly well received for a Culture 
Night dinner. 

Also helping in the kitchen is Katherine Williams, a summer 
student going into grade 11. Katherine hadn’t expected to 
work in the kitchen but is liking it “pretty well” so far. Mary-
Lou chimed in, “She’s got really good work ethic.”

Both Mary-Lou and Dyllon expressed their happiness work-
ing for Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government. “I’m just happy to be here 
helping, working, getting to know the community again. It’s 
really good for me to move back home and feel connect-
ed. To be able to provide that for the community like these 
events and culture night and just get everyone together. It’s 
a really happy position here.” Mary-Lou said.

Working in the Cixʷatin Centre kitchen has other benefits, 
including opportunities to make traditional foods with sea-
foods often supplied by the Lands and Resources Depart-
ment. 

Mary-Lou added, “It’s nice to get fish and stuff provided. 
We’ve got fish heads, we’ve got salmon roe, we’ve had her-
ring eggs, we have prawns. It’s really good for the commu-
nity to have traditional foods. As well as ‘Mr. BBQ’. We’re 
slowly easing them into more and more outside stuff, but 
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A new addition to the YG fleet brings new opportunities.
Landing Craft Arrives

and Oceans for the Salish Sea 
Initiative over the 2021-2022, 
2022-2023 and 2023-2024 fiscal 
years, which includes funds to 
purchase the 36’ Landing Craft. 

Catie Bateman, Administra-
tive Coordinator for the Lands 
and Resources Department, 
says “We can transport people, 
equipment and supplies on it for 
near-shore operations. It is ca-
pable of moving people, equip-
ment and supplies from ship to 
shore, and increases our access 
to remote areas within our ter-
ritory.”

Besides being utilized for territo-

Images submitted by: Catie Bateman

Written by: Mark MacDonald

There’s a new ‘Queen’ for the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ.

It’s not a person, it’s a vessel, the 36-foot long Yuułuʔił ḥa-
kum, which means Queen in the Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ language, and 
it’s a new landing craft for the YG Lands and Resources De-
partment.

The vessel arrived in May after being constructed by Camp-
bell River-based Eaglecraft Custom Boats, which builds cus-
tom, dependable, commercial-grade vessels designed to 
operate in the most unforgiving of environments, which in-
cludes the rugged waters of Vancouver Island’s West Coast.

Funding was received from the Department of Fisheries 

ry patrols, the vessel is also being used for research, as staff 
can conduct micro-trolling and monitor shellfish, prawn, 
and crab populations, and water quality while aboard. It 
features twin Yamaha 300 horsepower outboard engines.

The Yuułuʔił ḥakum is being piloted by marine stewardship 
technicians Ron George and Lindsay McCarthy Sr. Its prede-
cessor for this type of work was conducted from the Nah-
mint V, which remains as part of the YG fleet.

The naming of the new vessel was significant.

“Within the department we went back and forth for a while, 
and we all decided that having the community vote on the 
name was the best route to take,” Catie recalls. “The com-
munity put in vessel name submissions and then voted on 
the top three. Yuułuʔił ḥakum is the one that came out on 
top, and the name was submitted by Larry Baird (son of re-
cently-passed former councilor Larry Baird.”

Catie says the boat has been well used and well received.

“We have done some elder tours where we’ve taken the 
elders out into the territory, and also other people within 
the Lands and Resources Department,” she notes. “It was 
nice for the elders to visit the territory, especially in the re-
mote locations, and they were able to talk about ecologi-
cally significant areas, and areas of past harvesting, which 
was great.”
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New Clinical Counsellor
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Written by: Mark MacDonald

New Nuu-chah-nulth clinical counsellor specializes in healing trauma.

Seeing people move on from merely surviving to enjoying 
living is what fuels Amber Severinson, the newest contract-
ed Clinical Counsellor at Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Government.

Amber started in June, and meets with citizens once a week 
in hitacu̓ at the huup̓atu Centre, usually on Wednesdays. 

“I love this work,” she says. “It is really amazing seeing peo-
ple that were merely shells of themselves to where they are 
now able to feel their feelings to be the people they want 
to be. And enjoy their lives and be the moms and grandpar-
ents they want to be.”

Amber was born and raised in hitacu̓, and has received 
extensive training in child and youth care social work. She 
graduated with a degree in social work specializing in Indig-
enous Trauma and Resiliency from the University of Toronto 
in 2018, and for the past three years, has been in private 
practice doing mostly trauma counselling, from her home 
in Port Alberni. She also does work virtually throughout B.C.

“I haven’t lived in hitacu̓ since the 1990’s, but my children 
stay here in the summer because my Mom still lives here,” 
she states, adding she is from the McCarthy and Mundy 
families.

Before she started this contract Amber was already going to 
elementary schools to see Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ children, and she is 
continuing to do that. 

“I am currently here one day a week for seven hours, so 
people can make appointments to see me, or just drop in,” 
she notes. “Going forward, I’m going to be available for 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ children at elementary school, and if parents 
or grandparents want me to see their kids at school I 
can. They will just need to sign the necessary paper-
work and tell me why they want me or see the kids 
and I can go over to the school.”

Amber utilizes several methods to engage people in 
discussions.

“I enjoy ladies crafting circles, where people can be ca-
sual and while they’re working on their crafts, if they 
want to talk, they can,” she explains. “Cole and I are 
open to any of their ideas, about what they would like 
us to offer, and offer things in different ways. We also 
like walking and talking, That’s probably a good place 
to start if someone is not sure if they want to go to 
counselling.” 

Amber specializes in trauma counselling, and works 
with people suffering from developmental trauma, 
detachment trauma, C-PTSD (Complex Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder) and other symptoms can be loneliness, ad-
dictions, isolation, feeling stuck, hopeless, empty or numb, 
to name a few.

Some of her favorite apps she often recommends are “How 
We Feel”, “Moovd”, “AANA” and websites like Gottman In-
stitute, Circle of Security, and Did the dog die, and books by 
authors Peter Levine, Dan Siegal and Lindsay C. Gibson.  

Amber posts on Facebook @IndigenousRSW and Instagram 
stories @Huumiistihmapt for availability on the day of, in 
Ucluelet. Amber’s contact is HTCounsellingServices@pm.me.

“Even if people are not sure of where to start, that’s not a 
problem,” she says. “I do get people who are either in crisis 
or know that they want to feel better, but they don’t know 
where to begin. They want to feel better than they do now, 
but they don’t have to come in with a laundry list of things 
to talk about. Just knowing where they want to be is good 
enough.”

Amber also is aware of the physical byproducts of dealing 
with trauma, and shares that information with people if 
they’re interested.

“When we go through a lot of hard things in our life and we 
don’t have support, we have to survive all those traumatic 
experiences and they get stored in our body. Even learning 
about emotions and sensations and how to feel feelings can 
go a long way. If people just want to come and learn about 
things like the nervous system, or anything about mental 
health or putting together a wellness plan for themselves, 
they’re welcome to come.”

\
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Jam and Salmon Canning
FREE homemade jam and salmon for everyone at Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day!

In preparation for Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day weekend, the 
Yuułuʔiłʔatḥ Day activities group was hard at work for two 
days in August making jam and canned salmon to give as 
gifts to citizens. 

Day one was dedicated to making plum, blackberry, blue-
berry and strawberry jams. Cole Schafer was helping make 
the jam and recalls his highlight of the day was “being scold-
ed when I asked to throw out the jam froth. ‘That’s the best 
part! We’re making fresh bread to dip that in!’”

On Day two there were three pressure canners running all 
day to can dozens of pint-sized jars of fish. By the end of 
the day there was jarred fish covering an entire commer-
cial kitchen counter. There will be plenty for everyone on 
YG Day!

ƛ̓eekoo ƛ̓eekoo [thank you] to the Cixʷatin Centre kitchen 
staff for allowing the activities group to use the kitchen. And 
ʔuušy̓akšiƛeʔic [thank you for helping] to everyone who vol-
unteered their time and energy to help with the canning.

Images by: Rose Aday-McCarthy Image below by: Melissa Boucha
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HOMEWORKHOMEWORK
HALLSHALLS

TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, 3:30PM-5:00PM
CIXʷATIN CENTRE

Nancy at nwoods@sd70.bc.ca
or Jennifer at jennifer.touchie@ufn.ca

Visit Nancy Woods, USS Indigenous Support Teacher, for
homework support in the boardroom at the Cixʷatin
Centre. 

If students are working on Choices they are more than
welcome to come to the Cixʷatin boardroom for help.

Snacks will be provided!

MONDAY TO THURSDAY, 3:00PM-4:30PM
SIX-PLEX

Kira at kira.deleeuw@ufn.ca
or Jennifer at jennifer.touchie@ufn.ca

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

There will be support for students to work on
learning goals and assignment completion.

The school bus can drop students off close to the Six-
Plex Monday through Thursday after school. 

Please arrange to pick-up your child at/or before
4:45pm.

UES LEARNING SUPPORT TEACHER
Kira DeLeeuw 

USS INDIGENOUS SUPPORT TEACHER
Nancy Woods

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT


